ERASMUS

sceptics and idealists at one and the same time, were
continually at war against narrow-mindedness and
bigotry, advocating in their stead "a tolerance full of
understanding." Schiller gave the message of world-
citizenship a poetic dress; Kant demanded everlasting
peace; again and again, down to the days of Tolstoy, and
later with Gandhi and Romain Holland, this same ideal
has been reiterated with logical force, and the spirit of un-
derstanding has claimed its ethical and moral rights as a
counterblast to the club-law of authority and violence.

With faith ever freshly renewed, men still look to
the possibility of a reconciliation between the nations,
and the hope arises all the stronger in the human heart
precisely at those moments when confusion and horror
are abroad in the land. For man cannot live and work
without the comforting delusion that humanity is really
capable of rising to a higher moral plane, without his
dream that in the end he and his fellow-mortals will
be reconciled and will understand one another. And
though there are shrewd and calculating persons who
maintain that the fulfilment of the Erasmian dream is out
of the question, and although the present trend of things
may seem to show that they are right; nevertheless such
"hard-headed and practical" persons must again and
again be reminded that there exist bonds as well as
barriers between the nations, and that in the hearts of
men the ardent hopes of a coming age when a higher
humanity will exist, are unceasingly renewed. A promise
is thus contained within the legacy, a promise which is
full of creative force for the future. For what the mind is
capable of lifting from the narrow circle of the individual
life and hurling forth into the realm of the universally
human, that alone is capable of endowing us with
strength beyond the strength of the individual. Men and
nations can find their true and sacred measure only by
making suprapersonal and hardly realizable claims.
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